United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 13-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


09/919,069 


07/30/2001 


Richard Wodzianek 


034300-167 


2663 



7590 01/10/2008 

ROBERT E. KREBS 
THELEN REID & PRIEST LLP 
P.O BOX 640640 
SAN JOSE, CA 95164-0640 



EXAMINER 



WALSH, JOHN B 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2151 



MAIL DATE 



DELIVERY MODE 



01/10/2008 PAPER 

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

09/919,069 


Applicant(s) 

WODZIANEK, RICHARD 


Examiner 

^ACil III! Iwl ' 

John B. Walsh 


Art Unit 

2151 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
No. 6,587,691 to Granstam et al. in view of U.S. Patent No. 7,221,961 to Fukumoto et al. 

Granstam et al. '691 disclose: 

As concerns claims 1, 9 and 16, a system comprising: a computer (coliitf f|lines^ 
operably connected to a network (columhi^ the computer having software 

configured to track the status of multiple modem units (coliuim^ the software allowing 

for the production of status checks (l&lumn 3 , Unes 3, 1 i -15, 42-45 ; column 7^1ines 15-18, 35-; 
42) to be sent to the multiple modem units. 

As concerns claim 16, a method comprising: transmitting modem status requests to 
modem units across cellular network (^ujnn 3^ Hne^), determining whether status request is 
for that modem unit (column 4, line 9-ID) and, if so, constructing a modem status response and 
transmitting a wireless response from modem unit (column 3, lines 3, 1 1-15, 42-45; column 7, 
lines 15-18, 35-42; see also column 7, line 27; colu mn 8, lines 39-41; figure 5); receiving modem 
status responses from a number of modem units and producing a display for a group of modem 
units (column 3, lines 3, 1 1-15, ,42-45; column 7, lines 15-18, 35-42; see also cofumn 7, , line 27^ 
column 8, lines 39-41 ; figure 5). 
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As concerns claims 2, 10 and 19, wherein the computer is connected by the Internet to a 

server 

As concerns claims 3 and 11, wherein the server is connected to a cellular network 

As concerns claim 4, wherein the computer system sends requests across the network 
through the server, across the cellular network to the individual modem units (f^urgl;). 

As concerns claim 5, wherein the modem units receive the requests and transmit status 
information back across the cellular network to the computer (§M^n 3, lines^3^i35,;;^-45^ 

colu^i^ 

As concerns claims 6, 12, 13 and 17, wherein the modem units transmit across a cellular 
network (^lunm |,ilmej56). 

As concerns claims 7, 14 and 20, wherein the modem units run the UDP protocol 

(IslsiMJfi^^i) over 

As concerns claim 8, 15 and 21, wherein the modem units do not have a TCP stack at the 
modem unit 

As concerns claim 18, wherein the modem status requests are sent from a computer to the 
modem units (tolumn 4, lines 13-25) . 

As concerns claims 22-24, the modem status information comprises at least one of: 
modem unit identification information (column 6, lines 31-35) or signal strength (column 7, line 
27). 

Granstam et al. '691 do not explicitly disclose the modem units being configured to reply 
without being controlled by the host processor. 
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Fukumoto et al. '961 teach: 

Modem units (|ig||t8|iQ) f° r portable devices (§§) configured to receive external status 
check requests from the computer, each of the modem units being associated with a host 
processor (612) of the respective portable device, the modem units configured to reply with 
modem status information in response to the external status check request without being 



controlled by the host processor (I^HIiSK 



As concerns claim 25, each of said modem units is further configured to reply to the host 
processor with modem status information, in response to a local status check request from the 



As concerns claim 26, said modem units include a memory (figl^8|23). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to provide the system of Granstam et al. '691 with modem units not controlled by a 
host processor, as taught by Fukumoto et al. '961, in order to enhance operability through 
selectability of operated equipment (f^q^Qto^t ^0§M^^ )i^ 1-1C|). Such a 
modification is a combination of known elements yielding predictable results. 




host processor (col. ;M ? 4ine^lf3^). 



Response to Amendment 

3. Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last Office 
action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 
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Response to Arguments 



4. 



Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are moot in 



view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John B. Walsh whose telephone number is 571-272-7063. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 7:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Follansbee can be reached on 571-272-3964. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. Information 
regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information 
Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from 
a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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